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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 


July 30, 1963 


Meeting with the President on Laos Planning, 30 July 1963 

PARTICIPANTS: 


The White House Department 


,t of State 
Ru«k 


McG. Bundy 
R.;W. Komex 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Henry Kogfen 


Department of Defense 


Mr. Gilpatric 
General Taylor 
Mr. William Bundy 


CIA 

Mr. McCone 
Wm.E. Colby 



m 

Oo 
z • m 

A 

00 CO 
- -05 

^ o3 
p m 

odO 

b> ; 


Hilsman opened by describing the purpose of the meeting* 
Phase I measures a pp roved by fee President on 19 June seemed to 
be going forward without any hitch* However # some US pilots (Bird 
and Sons) did supply the Kong I*e forces, thus technically violating 
the Geneva Accords* Fortunately, no tme bad called ibis yet* There 
might be similar problems in Phase H, but we were trying to work 
them out. We were also trying to get the tribal forces to take control 
of certain areas of ,f no man , s land* 11 The British, Fre nch , and 
Australians seemed to be In sympathy with our general proposals* 
Hilsman then described the proposed regrouping of Phase II actions, 
.and requested approval of those which were in effect an extension of 


There ensued some discussion of T-28s* It was pointed out 
that th e T-28 was the next generation beyond the T-6 but was essentially 
.not much different. The President wondered whether we were doii^ - 
more now than we had in 1961 when six T— 6s were used* McNamara 
didn't tfrhflg the T-28* wotdd-SPra^^ imich more m il itar ily*- 
Hilsman pointed out, however, flxai they were now authorised to use 
bombs .and that our MA credited them with, the deterring -of an at ta ck 
otl Attopeirrecentty. When "he : bad raised .the T-28 matter, ' the french 
iad some reservations over giving Phoumi top much ttE an independent 
"capability or violating the Geneva Accords. “But HHsman feitlhey bad 
been satisfied by our expla nat io ns . 


He then summed up theLaos situation as being ’’relatively 
quiet”; discussi ons were going forward, about further negotiations to 
form a government. The President wondered whether any of the 
DTODoaed actions would disturb this quiet. Hil sman responded that 
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this was why State wanted standby authority for the new series of 
moves, e, g. they could time each of them precisely in terms of the 
total situation. In response to a Rusk query, Hilsman said we would 
discuss most of these moves with the OK first. KfcCone saw bad 
weather as a major reason for the lull in Laos j he thought it might 
erupt again later. Hilsman agreed, granting that our Phase I 
measures had not had time to take effect as yet so we could not argue 
they had led to quieting down the situation. 

The President indicated tji at: (1) he had no objection to the 
seven measures proposed; (2) pla nning could proceed on the other 
phase H measures bn the understanding, spelled out in the memorandum 
to him , that his specific approval would be requested for the latter. 


R. W. Komer 


cc: Mr. Bundy 

Mr. Forrestal 
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